
[24 AUGUST, 1921.]36

"'I was educated as au engineer, aiid I was
taught that the greatest water schem~e tin the
world wvas your Uootardie wvater Scheme. I
had readi tributes to its efficiency in almost
every European language. I niever heard it
condemn ed or run down anywhere except in
Western Austraia. The first thing I (lid
on arriving at Knigoorlie "-as to go to the
water scheme office there, to, see one of the
ergineers..- I approached the engineer with
these words, It have come to see your mag-
nifleent water scheme.' This fellow said,
'Magnificent! Where (lid you get that
word from?' I replied that 1 thought the
atlieme wIvs a magnificent One. He retorted,
'It is not; it is ai rotten failure, and it is
going to bankrupt the Stat.' [ said,
'Are you telling Inc the truth?' He faid,
'Yes. Conic to-inorrow and I wvill prove it
to y-ou. ' ' ' And the next day, when they
went along the pipe track together, the en-
gineer had( A navvy with pick and shovell
proceeding in front to expose various por-
tions of 'the track in order to convince this
visitor from another country that the pipe
line was rotten and iras going to drive WVest.
ern Australia to bankruptcy' . The visitor's,
commnent to me wran, ''TI an- other country
they would. have had a navvy going ahead to
cover tip the ])ad points. If ever you put
up a monumbent to typify the spirit of the
West, model it on that man with the pick
and shovel: hie would be emblematical of
your citizens."' That man with the pick and
shovel exposing the faults of our land to
a stranger is,. I fear, typical of only too
miany Western Australian citizens. I be-
lieve that the proper spirit is that of healthy
optimuismi, for which I heartily commend our
Premier. With that optimuism and this won,-
derful land of which we have been ziade the
guardians and inheritors, everything is p)os-
sible for Western Australians, and our over.
dranft nseed not worry uts too much. But we
have to be mor~e optimistic, we miust have a
stronger and more abiding faith in this great
State of which God has given uts the guard.
ianship.

On mtotiomn by iNlr.
jounied.

Wilson, debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.50 P.M.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.nm., and read prayers.

QL'ESTJOX-OLD WOMNE-N'S HOM1E.

Hon, A. H. PAXTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Is there an official visiting
coibninittee to the Old Women's Home at Fre-
nmntl? 2, If so, who are the members of
thme committee? 3, Is a report furnished by
tlhe committee to the 'Minister? 4, If so, on
what date "was the last report furnished?

The MJ1NiSLER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, but some weeks ago steps were
hi ken to reaplpoint a committee, and the fol-
lowing organisations were each asked to nonm-
inate one inembr:-Laboiir Women's Organ-
isation, Women 's Service Guild of Western
Australia, N4ational Council of Women. 2,
Nominations have only just beens received,
and thme newr commnittee wvill be appointed
forthwith. 3, The last report of the previous
committee was in November, 1920.

QUEST ION -SCHOOL TEACHERS'
STRIKE PAY.

Hon. A. H. PAXTON asked the M2\inister
for Education: I, Is it a fact that the fanll
deduction of strik pay wvan made from the
salary of the deceased school teachers, Mdiss
Mullet and Mir. PrisMc 2, Is he aware that
the Tgachers' Union refunded the amount to
time relatives of the deceased teachers? 3,
Does lie consider rigid insistence in such cases
in the best interests of the Education De-
part1Weint? 4, Will lie issue the necessary
authority to prevent future deductions in sinm-
ilar cases?

The I~NISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3, In no ease has the
decision of the Government that advances
made against wages lost during the strike
period must be refunded, been departed from.
4, The refunds wvill be-completed nexttanonth
aind an anomialy would be created by issuing
thme authority suggested.

COMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Additional Mfember.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
Hon. T. T. Holmes was appointed to act for
the President on the House Committee.
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ADDRESS-I'N-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed front the previous day.
HIon. J. CUN.NINGH1AM (.North-East)

[4.351: 1 congratulate the Leader of thle
Hous2' on, having sufficiently recovered his
health to be once more amiongst us. I also de-
sire to congratulate the new mnember (Hon.
F'. E. S. Willmott). His Parliamentary ex-
perience gained in another place should stand
1im in good stead in this Chamber. The first
paragraph of Hlis Excellency s Speech points
out that the Government received £e926,004
additional revenue for 1921 as against that
of thle previous year, and that we finished up
with a deficit of E686,,726. Seine five years
ago, when we had a Labour Government in
office, there was not only Press criticism of
the finances, but criticism also from ever 'Y
maember in opposition to the Labour Party.
Strange to say, (luring this session the
criticism that, in my opinion, should be
levelled at the Government is not forthcom-
tug. Apparently, the majority of members
are of opinion that nothing can be done by
criticism in the direction of bringing the Coy
emnient to effect necessary economies. Year
after year for thre last five years have we
been promised that the Government would
take in hand the question of our financial
position, and that every effort would be made
*to remedy thre drift. When we find that we
have a deficit of no less thtan £686,726 for
the financial yefl, we are justified in asking
ourselves in what direction have the aov-
erment effected the desired economies. The
deficit for the last financial year brings time
total deficit to 14,773,431. Tfhis drift on the
part of the Government is reflected right
tliraugh the industries of the State. What-
e; er the reason,. there does not appear to be
that confidence in the industrial life of the
State which we should have. I ant prepared
t .i admit that our ever accumulating deficit
Las a, great deal to do with thev position in-
efstrially throughout tilt State. There has
neen some criticism omi the part of at least
tile Labour members in another place, hut on
the other hand we have mnembers saying
that they are prepared to render evel-y as-
sistance to the Government in thre remedying
of time financial position. However, very few
suggestions arc offered, while all that we call
get fromt the Government is that they intend
to economist'. Purtmer, it has been pointed
out that at the close of this financial y'ear
We exceeded the estinlated deficit by £285,-
425. This has been attributed to thre strike
of locomotive drivers and1 firemen early this
year. In this connection it might be pointed
out that considerable buingling mamde that
strike possible. The Commissioner of 'Rail-
ways, the 'Minister for Railways, and the
Government generally had due notice of what
was likely to happen unless the matter was
taken in hand and dealt with' before thme ex-
piration of the agreemenlt. Unfortunately,
tile Clommissioner telected to pose as a strong
man, a man prepared to fight his employees

every inch of the road. The result is we are
now told that the strike represented a loss
to the State of £E283,425.. The Government
are deserving of censure. Not the whole of
the responsibility can be thrown onl the Com-
missioner of Railways, because after all the
Commissioner is responsible to the 'Minister,
and had the 'Minister and the Government
taken this matter in hand it would have been
ended in a %very shtort time. While it mary lie
that the loss of £285,425, the amiount by
whit-h the estimlated deficit was exceeded, has
been coatributed to by the locomotive drivers
and firemen's strike, it is as well that we-
take inito consideration the statement, pre-
sented here only yesterdlay, of conmparative
results of the working of the railways for the
last ftve years. I draw attelitiou to itemj 29.
showing that the total tonnage of goads and
live stock for the year 19)20 amounted to
8,071,936 tons, while the total niimber of per-
sous employed in the railways that year was,
7,669. -For the year 1921 the total tonnage
of goods and livestock was 3,01.5,704 tons,
while tile total number of persons employed
was 8,083, Fromn this it will be seen that
there is am1 excess of 404 persons employed
in 1921 as against 1920, althomugh we are
faced with a decreased tonnage of 56,232
tons. The C'omnnissioner of Railways lins now
launched out onl a policy of retrenchment.
Menl are being put out of employment, for the
purpose of effecting thle necessary econonies
in the railway system. The explanation I.
want is as to wvhy so many extra emt-
ployees were placed iii the railway
System for the year 1921 as :izaiast ION'.
There has been a decrease in the total ton-
tinge by 56,000 odd tons. Certainly, there
seems something wrong i the administration
of thle railway system; and anl explanationi
should be forthcomaing fromi thle Comuis-
sionter of Railways, from the Minister for
Railways, and from the Government. Let
Ince explicitly admnit chat I ant not opposed
to the cutting out of waste lab our, or of
trains which are run at a loss. But, still,
Ido wish to see the efficiency of our railway

systemn maintained. If retrenchiment. is to
go onl without sufficient care for our indus-
tries, a hardship will be inflicted not only dnl
thle primary prodlucer but on the wimole of
001 people. Indeed, we shiall he doing seine-
thing which, istead of hlaving the effect of
eolloilmising, will in the long roll mterely clit
out a large proportion of the tonnage carried
lby otir railway system. I would warn. the
t'onmmissiolner of Railways to exercise care in
the direction which I have indicated. Thme
Speech mentions that thle State's credit is
good. Yet, 011 the opening day of this ses-
sion we were asked to pass a mieasure for
the purpose of enabling the Agent General
ilL London to sign Treasury bills to thle
aniount of two millions sterlinig with a View
to tiding aver a few amoaths, until a mole
favourable opportunity should present itself
for the flotation of a loan of two nlillions.
If our credit is good, why' the issue of these
Treasnry bills? If it is imperative that a
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*]',en should be floated, have not the Govern-
ment lied sufficient time to make the needful
arrangements for the flotation To my
mind, the Government have failed in con-
nection with the proposed flotation, but are
not prepared to admit the fact, and there-
fore come to Parliament asking for the pads-
lag of a measure to enable the Agent Gen-
e-ral to sign those Treasury bills. No doubt
we all have our own opinion onl the miatter,
Now as to the mining industry. We have
been told many times by the gloater part of
limo Press of this State that the mining in-
dustry is severely depre~ed. We have been
told, f urtheta hti epression is largely
dime to the increase in wages granted to the
men employed in the industry. JIm fairness
to those workers, howeier, wve should take
into consideration also thme heavy additional
imposts placed on the mnining industry by
increases in the cost of mining requisites.
We are all fairly familiar with the heavy
increase there has been in the price of d]rill
steel. I am told that the iacrease -is one
fronm £24 to £98 per ton; that is for ordin-
ary drill steel required in the carrying on of
milling operations. As regards special steel
for what is isiowrj as the lining drill, a tdrill
which carries water through the centre right
down to the bottom of the hole for time pur.
pose of killing dust at the place of origin,
the price has risen from £60 per ton to £160.
Cyanide has gone fromn £8 to £E18 per case;
detonators fromt 3s. 9d. to 11s. 9d. and 12s.
per box. Anothler item w-hich it is well to
mention here is the price of dynamite, which
termi includes gelignite, gelatine, and other
grades of explosives used in mininig opiera-
tions. Shortly after the signing of the
Armistiee, Nobel and Co. of Glasgow were
responsible for the elnlganlation of .37 ex-
plosive-producing comepanies operating in
Great Britain, the object being to combine
the production and] sale of explosives. Tlint
combination has meant ain additional burden
of no less than £72,000 per annumn onl the
mlining industry of Western Australia.

Hlon. 0. W. Mfiles: And there is also the
olperation of the high tariff imposed by the
Commonwealth.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM.%: That is another
mmatter.

Hon. J1. 'Nicholson: But how much of the
increased cost is due to the high tariff

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAMf: That is apart
from the question. Mly friends Inay know
thme operation of the tariff better than' I do.
Certainly, I ama aware that an euplosive
manufacturing company in Victoria a, few
m-nonths ago eireularised all the Parliamentary
representatives in this State with a vie"- to
having tile duty on dynamite raised. If
that company achieved its object, no doubt
that means yet another burden on the mining
industry of this State. These things should
be taken intn account when memulbers of Par-
lielnent and the Press of this State tell in-
vestors and the public generally that from
;ll increase in wages end alterations in con-
dlitions of labour in the muining industry

here, the depression in the industry has re-
suite(]. It is not .only a matter of increased
wages. As Mr. Panton has pointed out, the
increase in wages has been brought about as
tme result of the action of people who are in
as poszition to force the worker to make
greater demands upon his industry owing to
the fact that his cost of living is increased.
Even to-day, as also poinited out by Mr, Pan-
ton, the wage received by the miner will not
in point of purchasing power compare with
tine wage which hie received, eight or ten
years ago.

Homi. A. H. Panton: The purchasing power
of the present wage is less by Is. 9d. per
(lay.

I-on. J. !U'NNINGHAM%:- Then there is
also the question of highier railway freights.
If I remember rightly, we have had 11o less
than thlree icreases in railway freights dur-
ing the past five years. The Governor's
Speech mnictions that the Minister for Mines
has been glad to assist ill equipping 72 pro-
specting parties for the further prospecting
of this State's auriferous country. In that
connection it is well to take into account how
the State is assisting those prospectors ink
the matter of railway freights. -Unless the
Governmenit arc prepared to reduce those
freights, we cannot look forward wvith confi-
dence to a revifal of prospecting. One need
only travel through the Eastern Goldfields
and the N orth Coolgardie areas to know that
the prospector whom we had a few years
ago has disappeared.

Hon. J. Cornel: Owing to Federal and
State taxation.

Hon. J,. CUNNINGHAMI: To-day we are
trying to create prospectors by a systemi of
apprenticeship, having lost the men who had
devoted many years of their lives to acquir-
ing the necessary knowledge of particular
stretches of country end other details which
stand one in good stead when on a prospect-
ing expedition. Railway freights miust'-re-
ceive attention for thme sake of thme mining
industry. Unless the cost of production in
gold mnining is reduced by the cutting down
of railway -freights, the Government will
iiot be renidering the assistance which is es-
sential to the opening uip of our mining
fields. There is no need to despair of min-
ing in this State. Only within the last fort-
night a find has been reported about .37
mliles from Kalgoorlie on the Great West-
ern Railway. Up to date the news from the
find has been most favourable. We all know
that sonietimnes it is necessary to do a great
deal of prospecting work before new mines
-can be boeted. What tme Government should
do is to render every possible assistance to-
prospectors who are prepared to go out and
risk their own money in trying to make new
finds.

Hon, 1.t Ewing: Are not the Government
doing that?

Hon. 3. CUNNINGHAM: I am pointing
out that in the absence of reduction Of rail-
way freights tme Government are not doing
all that should be done to foster prospecting
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and so develop the mining industry. Let mc
draw the attention of the H ouse to the ninny
centres, iii the North Coolgardie and Eastern
Goldfields districts which in years past were
gold-producing, but to-day are in a stagnant
condition. In tile Laverton district, outside
a few prospecting parties, very little mining
indeed is being done. At Leonora the sanme
condition of affairs obtains. At Kookynie,
which produced a great quantity of gold in
years gone by, there in now stagnation. And
so right clown the line to Kalgoorlie, not omit-
ting mention of Menzies and Cornet Vale.
There must be some reason for this. I say
the reason is not far to seek. The increase
in the cost of production is so great that the
mines have not been able to live profitably
to the shareholders. It is not merely a ques-
tion of wages and conditions of labour; the
real issue is the cost of mining requisites.
Where only a few thousand pounds extra re-
sults from ana increase of wages obtained by
an appeal to the Arbitration Court, the
higher cost of mining requisites 4mounts to
scores of thousands of pounds.

Hon. A. H. Paston: And thens there is the
*taxation.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is anotber
question. I was pleased to note from the
Speech that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to relax taxation on the sale of
mnines. I know that that action will have
a tendency in the direction I desire to somle
extent. At the same time I would like to
see the Government make represeintatibas to
the Federal Government with a view to tak-
ing similar action. If we desire to foster the
mining industry, we must do something in
that direction. We must reduce taxation.

Hon. G. W. Mites: -Why not get the Labour
Party to oppose the-Federal tariff?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Federal
Labour Party are in exactly the same posi-
tion as we are in this Chamber. They are in
the minority.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: They helped to carry
the high tariff against tile mining industry.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Surely Mr. Miles
knows sufficient to appreciate that the Fed-
eral Labour Party are not in a position to
bring down a Hill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They are in a position
to vote against taxation.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Hut they cannot
bring in a Bill. The tariff has been levied by
the Federal Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles. Supported by the
Lahour Party.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In addition to
that, as Mr. Miles or the party with whom
he is associated--

Hon. G. W. Miles: I ain not associated
with any party.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Neither Mr.
.Miles nor the party he represents made any
representations to the Federal Government
on this matter.

Hon. C. W. Miles: Yes, the member for
flampier took action and put up a fl~ht.
against the tariff.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is only
one man and hie is a representative of the
Country Party-not the party with which
Mr. 'Miles is associated. I anm pleased to
note that the Government intend to remedy
the position regarding taxation on the sale
dt mines. It is perhaps well known to
members that only recently two properties
were offered for sale. Mining companies
were prepared to investigate the values of
those mines, and they were prepared to put
capital into thenm with a view to developing
thle propositions. When it came to a ques-
tion of sale, howe~er, the price placed upon
those properties for thle purpose of giving
the prospector, who discovered the value of
the mines, an adequate return for the pro-
position, plus taxation, was sach that the
options were abandoned. Tncidents of this
nature do not make for the prosperity of
the mining industry.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do the instances you
refer to include the CometVale proposition?

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: No. If con-
ditions prevail owing to taxation which re-
sult in restrictions being, placed upon capi-
tal being invested in the mining industry,
that position has to be remedied. Last
session Parliament passed an amendment to
the Mtining Act and part of the amending
Bill was for the puipose of controlling
tributing in mines. That Act has not met
with goodwill at the hands of the mine
owners. The tributers say they are pre-
pared to continue tributing under the pro-
visions of the Act; the mine owners say
they are not prepared to let tributes under
the amending legislation. Strange to say,
without the Act being given a trial, the
Minister for Mines appointed a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into tributiag on the
eastern goldfields. It seems to me that the
Minister recognised the claims of the mine
owners and that hie was prepared to say be
was in favour of a modification of that
particular section of the Mining Act
Amendment Act. In my opinion, that atti-
tude is wrong. The Minister for Mines
brought down thle Bill last year and, with
certain minor amecndments, the Bill went
through both Houses and became an Act.
It has never been given a trial and yet we
now have a Royal Commission appointed to
go into the whole mnatter because the mine
owners state that they will not let tributes
under the Act. The Act should have been
given a trial. Tf the mine owners were not
prepared to let tributes under the Act, then
it is high time for Parliament to take into
consideration the best means'of keeping the
mining industr -y going. Tf the companies
have worked mines profitably for a number
of years and then closed down and still
want to hang on to the leases simply by
complying with the labour conditions-
which labour conditions were net enacted
to deal with old mines, hut nmerely for new
leases-then Parliament should see that
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legislation is passed which will be in the
best interests of the wining industry. See-
ing that the Commission's report has not
been received yet, I will content myself
with these few remarks on that aspect. It
might be as well to mention that there are
ui number of leases under which large areas
of country are held up at the present time,
through the application of the clause in the
Mining Act dealing with concentration of
labour. Sonic of these leases have not been
worked at all and some have not been
developed to any extent. One mining com-
pany holds something like 337 acres, owing
to concentration of labour. If we allow
that sort of thing to continue we will have
the mining industry whittled down to such
an extent that only a few miines will be
operating. This position should occasion
concern to the -Mines. Department and thle
Government should consider whether con-
centration of labour should be perniitted int
cases such as I have dealt with. I am
pleased to know that an important dis-
covery of coal has been made in the Irwin
River district. I do not know the value
of the product which has been discovered,
but it is to be hoped that it will represent
an additional asset to this State. For some
"ears past I have heard members represent-
ing that particular portion of the State,'
speaking in favotur of the establishment of
smelters at Geraldton for the purpose of
treating lead and copper ores from North-
ainpton and the contiguous districts. if
this coal should prove suitable, it will mean
that we shell see a great development in
that portion of the State. I want to touch
upon. a question that is giving the Labour
movement much concern and that is the
large numbers of men who are out of em-
ployment. Only a few weeks ago I visited
the Eastern Goldfields district and was
given to understand by lpeople who should
k<now, that between 800 and. 1,000 men were
out of work up there. In a State like this,
with the deficit which we have to face,
there is something wrong in permitting 800
to 1,000 men to continue to be unemployed.
It is a distiact loss to the country, I know
there have also been demonstrations in the
metropolitan area and requests have been
put before the Premier -with a view to deal-
ing with the unemployed problem down
here. Outside the land settlement scheme,
however, no provision has been made to
cope with the unemployed difficulty. All
oui people are not suitable for farmers,
nor, irrespeetive of what training they may
receive, are they meni suitable to go on the
land. There has been a tightening up of
the expenditure of money on public works.
There are few undertakings in hand with a
view to establishing public works of benefit
to the State and'thus utilising this labour.
It is a responsibility resting upon the Gov-
crnenct to find suitable employment for
the men who are out of employment. 'Men.
who have been employed in the mining in-
dustry for 10 or 15 years are not suitable

to wield axes and mattocks and other tools
necessary for clearing land. They are not
suitable for that class of work. They re-
quire some employment in which their
labour can be used to the best advantage
to the State. If they were sent to do clear-
ing work, they would not clear enough to
pay foe the whisky they bought on the way
down to the job--and that would be little
enough, because they have so little money.
Sonic more congenial form Of Work should.
he found for these men, so that their labour
can be utilised to the greatest advantage.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Is it not a
pity that these men do not take on shearing
and earn from 30s. to 40s. a day.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: There are not mnany
men taken on who have not had training in
-hearing.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM, The same thing
alpplies in connection with the pastoral in-
dustry. These men who are out of work are
not shearers and shearers require to be trained
before they can take on that work. It also
requires training over a period of manye
years to make a good miner. No doubt siome
of the younger men could be turned into
shearers, bnt they will not accept work in
connection with the pastoral industry until
the present dispute with the shearers is set-
tled. Perhaps Sir Edward Wittentoom. and
soroe people that hon. member happens
to know pretty well, are desirous of get-
ting more men to go out and if more reason-
able conditions were offered no doubt we

would assist them. Regarding land settle-
ment I ant pleased to note that the Premier
a little time ago made known the fact that
sonie 400 blocks would be made available in
the Esperance district to men, no doubt, who
had been thrown out of work in connection
with the mining industry. It would be inter-
esting to know, however, bow the Premier
intends those n should get to their blocks
and what provision he had made to place
4001 micn on the blocks he has referred to.
The majority of the workers in the mining
industry have not sufficient capital to go im-
mediately upon the land, even with assistance
from the Agricultural Bank. I believe that
the Government can do something by way of
Organisation to place these men in an ade-
quiate manner on the blocks in the Esper-
ance districts. It is advisable that something
of that sort should be done rather than they
should be blocked at the first hurdle because
they n-ere not possessed of the necessaryt
finances. We are also told that 800 blocks!
Are to be made available in the South-West-
ern portion of this State. The same position
will apply to the South-West as I have indi-
cated in connection with the Esperance dis-
trict. Unless these mnic are assisted to get
down to the blocks in the South-West I can-
not see howi we can get any large number
of men to leave the goldfields and take up
blocks in the Sout h-Western areas. No doubt
many of them wilt make efforts to secure one,
of the 400 blocks to be made available in
the Esperance district. This brings me to the
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question of immigration. A few evenings
ago we heard members complaining of the
smnall number of immigrants arriving in this
State. It would be as well to take into con-
sideration at the samne time the large number
of our owni people who are out of employ-
nment. It is useless to bring people to this
State from the Old Country if they have
to seek work when they arrive here.

Hon. J. Duffel): Eighty-six lauded at Al-
tinny from the ''Themistoeles'' the other
week andi 83 of their. were engaged before
they got to Perth.

Hon. S. CUNNINGTHAM:U Yes, for about
25s. a week, and somne of them were even
offered positions to enable them to get
colonial experience, with a promise of a job
whoa they had acquired such experience.

lion. H. Stewart- You mean 25s. a. week
anrd keep.

Hon. 3. C1UNINGH1AM: Some people
even made offers to take these immigrants in
hand, giving them their food and training
in order to fit them for work in the agricul-
tural areas.

Hon. J. Duffel]: Find out what they were
engaged] at.

Hon. J. CUNININGHAMI: In my opinion
it would not be in the best interests of tho
State to bring workers out from the Old
Country to seek employment here seeing that
our labour market is congested at the present
time. We have hundreds of men out of
work, apart from those who follow the shear-
ing industry. I. am not opposed to imnmigra-
tion so long as we get suitable immigrants,
urco who are prepared to do their best in
the direction of developing the State and
who bring the necessary capital with them.
It is useless to bring people here, and then
turn them adrift to seek employment, while
there are so many of our own people out of
work. I do not know that much good can
result fromn my continuing the discussion on
the A dd ress-ian-reply. I certainly think that,
in view of the state of the finances, it is not
in the best interests of good government that
we should sit down arid say that all we are
prepared to do is to assist the Government.
I ami prepared to admit that T intend to eriti-
(-iso the Government. A,4 I stated at the out-
set, we have been told year after year for
thre bect five years that economies were to
he effected, and yet n-c find at the end of
the financial year the deficit is still growing.
The accumulated deficit has now reached ap-
proximately five millions, It is not for irs to
tumble into this rut and say that all we are
prepared to do is to assist the Government,
but I would ask, "How can we assist the
Government unless the Government are pre-
pared to assist themselves by effecting the
necessary economis?'' I raid T was not
averse to economies being effected in the rail-
way service, It has been demonstrated very
clearly by the fignres I quotedI that econo-
miea could be effected in the railway service.
I fail to see how the services of 404i more
railway emnployes could be utilised to the
best interests of the State in 1921 as comn-

pared with 1920. In addition, I agree with
the Minister for Railways that hie should
cut out trains which are now running at Li,
distinct loss.

lion. A. H. Panton! -Ninety per cent. of
the trains are running at a loss.

Hon. J. CUNN[NGHAM: The -Minister
sbonld miodify the services which are being
run at a loss. There are districts in this State
which have four or six trains a fort-
night, and whichi could very well d~o
with three trains a fortnight. This is
an aspect of the matter which should
be considered. The ambition of the 'Minister
for Railways should be to canry on the rail-
ways efficiently. In conuhsion, I uould urge
the Government to dio everything possible to
assist the mining industry. We know that the
ruining industry has done a great deal for
the State of Western Australia. We knew
also that if the industry gc-ts that measure
of support which its past achievemnts in
gold production entitled it to, it will assist
largely in reducing the deficit. I hope that
not only the 'Minister for Mines, but the
whole of the inenibers of the Government,
will give mining a much better chance of
reviving and thus secure for it a greater
measure of prosperity than has been the case
during the last three or four years.

Hon. H. STE-WART (South-East) [5,21]:
Before referring to thre Governor's Speech, 1
wish to congratulate the Leader of the House
on being present Again to lead the House and
conduct the business as he has done so effi-
tctly in the past. T amt sure I am only
eeheing the hopes of all when I say that I
trust his indisposition has completely
passed away, and that be will suffer
no ill-effects from the strenuous work
which lies before him during this ses-
sion. I wish to congratulate Mr. Willmott
on being returned as a member for the
South-West Province, and to express my
sense of the loss which the House has
sustained by the dleath of Mr. Clarke, whose
mature judgment and ripe experience proved
of great assistance to this Rouse. Althou ,gh
most ingimbers have touched on the subject
of the finances, and although it forms the,
opening paragraph in the Governor's Speech,
and undoubtedly is of outstanding import-
ance, r do not intend to deal with it at
length because, in the near future, I hope to
be able to go fully into the question of finance
and administration when discussing a motion
of which I have given notice, and which ap-
pears on the Notice Paper. _My remarks,
therefore, will be oconfined largely to other
mnatters referred to in the Governor's Speech.
One thring I would like to say on the subject
of the finances is in connection with the state-
meat made in the Speech and to whichi
attention has been directed by Mr.
Cunningham, that '' the credit of the
State is good.' To put it briefly,
if the finances of the State continue to be
conducted as they have been during the last
four or five years, and if the deficit is al-
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lowod to grow as it has been doing, the time
inst conie when the credit of the State will
'no longer be good, and when higher prices
w-ill. have to be paid for any money to be
raised.

Hon. J. Kirwan: The price is pretty high
now-

Hon. H. STEWART: So it is, but somne
countries have to pay even higher prices for
the money they borrow, when the people who
hlave the nioney to lend have no confidence
in the administration of such couintries. 1
might instance some of the South American
republics, which are continually- in the
throes of revolutions. There is one refer-
ence I was particularly pleased to see in the
Speech, and that is the reference to the in-
tention of the Government to inaugurate a
wheat pooi i connection with the forth-
coming harvest. I commend the Gove:nnient
for the attitude they have adopted. Not
only is it in the interests of the people who
grow the wheat, but it is in the interests of
the whole of the community of the State and
in) the interests of the fifiances of the State
to obtain better prices. The Speech contains
a paragraph as follows-

'With a view to further encouraging
prospecting for new goldfields, an amnend-
inent of the Land and Income Tax Act re-
moving the heavy impost on the sale of
mnines will he submitted for your consid-
eration.

This is a step which I and other members in
this House advocated last session, and I con-
gratulate the Government onl their expressed
intention to give effect to it. I believe that
very son a Bill will be iutroduced having
for its ob.jeet the amendment of the section
responsible for the imposition of the present
charges. -Mr. Cunningham has already re-
tcrred to this subject and there is no need
to take up the timec of'the Honse in elaborat-
ing it. The charge is one which has un-
,doubtedly imposed such a heavy burden onl
the industry that it has absolutely held up
the sale and development of promising ii-
ing properties.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: 'Mining is
the great thing we want to promote now.

Hon. H. STESART: The lion. nmember's
interjection is very mnuch to the point. The
(loveramient have undertaken to remove this
impost. Thne Premnier has givea a pr61nise
that legislation to this end will be brought
down. Suich legislation will remove what is
undoubtedly a restriction which has abso-
lutely held up business in connection with the
disaposal of mining properties, namely the
sale of themi by prospectors to companies
which would dlevelop and work themn on a
scale which would probably be remunerative.

Hon. .1. Ewing: What ahout the Federal
t.asation?

HLon. IT. STEWART: 'I am pleased to
liave this opportunity of sneaking because I
have a set of figures which I think will in-
terest members. They deal with the coi-
parative productiveness of the different por-
tions of the State, and show the necessity

for keeping before us bedrock principles and
for seeking to encourage the developmemit of
the outer portions of the State. I congratu-
late the Premier on his selection of Mr.
Maley uis -Minister for Agriculture. When
'Mr. 'Maley was chosen for that portfolio, he
was a man whose abilities were to a large
extent unknown, Regarding his administra-
tive acts since he has occupied the position,
I must express my ap preciation of the
straight-out pronouncements lie has made
fromt tinme to time, and commend himn for
the steps lie has taken for the reocrganisation
of' the Department of Agriculture. fin doing
that he has done what I have advocated ever
since f have been a member of this Chamber.
He has taken into account the necessity for
the recognition of industry, and the utilisa-
tion of technical men with technical training.
I have deplored the fact that our Technical
Departments should be in the bands of cleri-
cal heads. The 'Minister for Agriculture bas
appointed a director of agriculture to be
head of the department, just as we have a
miedical man at the head of the Public
Health Department. I trust and believe that
the step thus taken will prove to be war-
ranted, and will lead to the development net
only of the wheat belt, but of all branches
of the agricultural idustry, in a more in-
telligent as woll as a more economical man-
ner than has been the case -in the past.

Hon. J. Ewing: He is entirely a wheat
111&n.

Hon. Hi. STEWART: The hion. mnemlber is
entirely wroncy. I knon- that the Director of
Agriculture, before he had anything to do
with u-heat or becamie a. specialist in wheat
breed ing, was closely associated * with the
dairying industry in New South Wales. A
tran interested in agriculture or a Director
of Agriculture cannot know or attend to all
time branches of his department. He must
have administrative gifts and he able to dele-
gate his authority to others.

.Lon. .T. En-ing: And have the requisite
knowledge.

Hon. H. STEWART: That is so. The
hion. member would probably take some ex-
ception to a Director of Agriculture who
happened to hold a diploma of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons in London.
Thme Director of Agriculture in Victoria hap-
pens to be a veterinary surgeon, but he is
certainly conversant with other branches of
agriculture, anti las specialists dealing with
different branches of the department. I ap-
preciate the fact that in his scheme of
reorgaisation the -Minister intends to utilise
Our University. This Uiniversity has a
specially endowed Chair of Agriculture,
which Is turning out graduates in that
subject and giving them an opportunity, if
they are efficient and good men, of obtain-
ing the necessary training and practical ex-
perience to fit them to become officers in
the department. The State will thus have
an opportunity not only of utilisiag the
brains of these young men, but their train-
ing and ability. If that is done,. it will be
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a stepo in the right direction, Daring my
remarks on the Speech last session I
adversely criticised the -Minister lately
administering the Agricultural Department.
It was no doubt with the best of intentions
that he had made provision for the appoint-
ment of six cadets of the Agricultural De-
partmnent to be dairy officers in the depart-
mieat, and to receive their instructions fromn
other officers of the department. With the
greater facilities offered at the University
and with thle necessity for oar young men
obtaining the requisite local and detailed
knowledge in order to befit them to become
officers connected with the development of
thle State, it seemed to me to be wrong
that these cadets should be appointed with-
out any provision being made to see that
they obtained the best possible training to
render them suitable to fill higher positions
in the department and to gain a full and
complete knowledge of the work required
of thmn.

Bon, C. F. Baxter: If you ate referring

atso anIws o to kn~ow that these six
caeswere never appointed. TFhere was

not enough money available.
lon. H. STEWART: I am pleased to hear

that. Sonic cadets were appointed, how-
ever, but I believe that under the new
scheme they will have a better opportunity
of obtaining proper training and of becomi-
ing more useful officers than would other-
wise be the case. Similar steps have been
taken in connection with the WVorks De-
partment. If these departments appo int
cadets to become officers they should also
make prov.ision for the cadets to obtain
the best possible training available. I have
expressed the opinion in this House that
besides having a technical head of the
Agricultural Department it would be better
to have the department administered by a
permianent hoard of agriculture, If, for
instance, the Mines Department were ad-
ministered by a board a continuity of
policy would be ensured, which would lead
to the better development of the industry,
than has been seen in the past. It would
also pirov'ide against any sudden variations
of policy or against the head of the depart-
meat, who might he very conversant with
the work, heing supplanted by another ofli-
eer owing to seine diagreemient with a
temnporary Ministerial head. I am not re-
ferring to any particular instance, bat offi-
cers who have been almost in the position
of control have been treated in this way.
La-st session the Leader of the House made
certain remarks concerning rme. I was not
present at the time -when he mnade the
.Speech, hut hie said, in commenting upon
the motion brought forward by Mr. Dodd
in regard to the taxation on land, that I
hadl not spoken. He also went on to sa y
that when the motion came to a division I
did not vote. That is quite correct. I did
not speak, and I do not intend to speak on
every motion or every second reading that
comes along. I speak when I have some-

thing definite, to say, and whbent I think my
remarks will effect 'some good.' If I ha~d
been present I -would have voted on the
subject. The Minister, however, seemed to
imply that I had rather dodged the issue,
anid appeared to be hurt that the farmers'
conference in one year had passed a motion
in favour of this taxation while in another

Yea itpaseda motion opposing it. If I
wer tored ot- hepassage Irefer to it

would convey the impression that it was a
wrong thing for theta to do, In effect, the
Leader of thle House said it was too bad
that they should 'have done this thing. At
the farmers' conferences in 1917 and 1918 I
was largely responsible for the motion not
being carried. When it was passed in 1919
1 was not at the conference at all or indeed,
I thinkt in the State, aiid then it was passed
at the tail-end of the conference u-hen the
attendance was small. Last year I dlid
attend the conference and spoke against it,
and it was (defeaterl. MY attitude has been
well defined ini the House on this question
over a series of years. I ant in accord with
Sir Edward Wittenoom. and Mr. Nicholson.
and others in holding that land which is
not utilised along our railways should be
brought into use. I have always held that
hefore we rash into some nmeasure which
may do a lot to lessen production, the first
thing the Government should do is to pat

a tx, not on the unimproved value of all
lands, but ott the land wrhich is nnimprov-ed.
land. If landl were taxed on the nnimtproved
value basis, the nail who is utilising his land
and is faced with a crop failure, would have
to pay the tax as well as face the loss of
hiF cropi.

lon. A. H1. Panton: The more improve-
ments he makes the more hie is taxed.

lion. H. STEWART: The position is too
serious to justify its being rushed into
without careful consideration. There is a
possibility of some Ministry taking notice
of the remairks published in the daily Press,
and desiring to deal with the matter im-
miediately. I hope members will not allow
themselves to he rushed into this thing.
For Years past the people have, practically
vvi chant any- remonstrance, willingly borne
the burden of increased taxation and thev
lhave looked for economy in ntlninistratinnl.
Ido not think they will bear thle hurdoa

mali loager. The agriculturist has asked
in many instances for opportunity to de-
velop and carry on his business as a pro-
ducer, und to be allowed to pay his way.
lie has not asked the State for assistance.
There are many people in uuy prarviace,
which is not in the wheat belt, who have
out of their own pockets established butter
factories and freezing works and have en-
gaged in storing fruit. All the subsidies
previously paid to the agriculturist have
been cat away in connection with roads,
agricultural soecties, and so on. He is still
ondearonring to produce, and nll ho asks
for is protection so as to be enabled to
market his produce, not at the expense of
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the State. Thle idea senms to exist that
these people are being subsidised by the
Government, and that the State is carry-
ing them and paying moneys on their be-
half.

Hfon. Q. WV. Miles: What is the reply to
%fr. Panton's statement in regard to the
railway freights I

Hlon. 1{. STEWART- I have not had an
opportunity of investigating that statement,
liut will be able to deal with it later on. A
special rate has been given. for fertilisers
bieause this is the best way of encouraging
piroduction and increasing the wheat yield,
and ailding to thle revenue of the railways.

lHon. G. W, Miles:. Why is wheat carried
at such a low rate?

Hon. 11. STE WART: Because it is desired
to inecase production in the State. The
sanme position obtains in regard to minerals
being tratisportedI tot treatment fromu one part
of the State to another. Thle samec position also
holds goofd with regard to Collie coal. When
the Labour Government were in power they
put anl impost -it coal, minerals, timber, and
fortilisor. Later onl when the representatives
of the ountry constituencies became organi-
ic'ed, they, together with thle representative'.
of thle timber and con1 industries, waited on
the Government and time result was, the Goy-
erment removed thle increase onl coal anid
timber, hut 'allowed the rate on fertiliser to
stand.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They did not.
Nfon. 11. STEWART: 1i was not until a

-National Government came into power that
the position was rentedie-d.

Rton. J1. Ewing: And the rate has now been
don tiled.

lion. H1. STEWART: There is one thing
that E deplore in connection with. the Go"-
ernor's speech and it is thle amotunt of legis-
lation that is, to be brouight forward, unin-
portant legislation, as '.\r. Lynn remarked.
1 am in emntire accord with him that manv of
the proposed measures probably could be
done without. To my mind the increase in
legislation nmcans an increase in -the 'cost of
government, an increase in *tile cost of
admnisti-ration. There is a long list of Bills
set out for- us to deal with dluring the session.
I ron iot know just now what evils they are
itudel to remiedy. There is one there which

we have heard of for many years, the Gold
Btmvt-rW Bill. There is also to be a~h amend-
minet to time Land and Tncome Tax Act, and
others wh Iich miay he necessary, but of course
we shiall have tn sce what they are all about
w hen they comle forward. It senms to use
tbhat if -MOre attention -were given to adtinis-
tration and to finance, and to the discussion
of matters in connection with these suhjeets,
it would be hetter for the country.

Hon. C. F. Easxter: Then we have no righmt
to be here if we do not pass legislation.

'Ron. Hf. STEWART: I was very much
struck by what -aas revealed by the recent
census returns. They showed that the popui-
lation for Western Australia had during thle
decade, increased by 46,S110. The population

of time metropolis in the meantime increased
by 49,611., in fact the country had so stag-
aded comparatively that there were 3,000
fewer people inl tile country- districts.
One of the latest returns issued by
the Government Statistician speaks for
itself. TJhis points the way by which we
could get back to fundamental things, and the
basic principles which would lead to the de-
velopment of the State, and it eimphasises,
as I endeavoured to show in my first speedLI
inl this Hlouse, and as I have done On ninny
occasions since, the necessity to foster primi-
ary p~roduction in all parts of the State.
Everything else will grow of its own accord.
I ay quote some figures foe thle year 1919
to bring'home to hon. members a few strik-
ing comparisons. Thle metropolitan-suburban.
area of 134 sqluare miles; eontain a popula-
tionl of 159,00m) pleople, that is to say, 48.3
pe enit, of thle total population of the
State. Thme production . from tlint a rea
was approximately £2,341,000, a percentage
of the total llroiluction of the State
of 10.4 by 43 lier (cat. of the popula-
tion. The North-West-ni I am pleased
that there are two representatives of the
North-West present-with an area of 216,000
square miles, amid with 2.2 of the populatior4
of the State, had a production of a little more
titan that of the metropolitan 'area, viz.,
£2,371,060, or 10.5 of the total production of
the State for the year. That is to say in
comparison with thme metropolitan area, tak-
ing the percentage of production over the
percentage of population, we get an indox
figure show-ing that the ratio for the nietro-
politan. area was less titan a quarter
is against. that for the 'North-W11est. of
53. The production is in proportion of over
20 to one, and if we remember whmat the
relative populations are we mnust admit that
ilk th.a 48 per cent, of population
in tlme metropolitan 'area there are far
more children and~ women than in the
great North-West. What I have said
here, and outside is that if we -want the State
to progress and develop noe hare to imiprove
the conditions iii thle country and make then-b
so attractive as to take the people away from
time city. For my friends who arc concermned
partiela-13 writh the position of the in-
flustrialists--and I do not blame them-I[
try to preser'-e that relative importance and
to bringz this fact hlmi, that we niust de-
velop the country, and we can only do that
by giving those people who go out, su~fficient
induceent, and if necessary provide them
with Government facilities that they may
reap the reward of their indumstry. 'With the
position as I have explained it, TF am on firai
ground when I say that I stand for the ins-
pravement of the comiditiomis of those who are
out to develop the country, whether they
be 200 or 2,000 asles from Perth.

Hion. A. HT. Pantan: We said that 20
years ago.

Hon. H. STEWART: The golfielcds water
snpply scemne was carried out to assist in
the development of the mining industry. Mr.
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Kirwan told us that nothing had been done
for the mining industry. Mly opinion is that
too much help cannot be given in the proper
direction to develop any of our primary in-
dustries, but the difficulty just now is hlow
bnt to spend thle money. The representatives
of the mining, pastoral, or agricultural ia-
dustries come to these legislative halls to
endeavour to point out the best way to de-
velop the country. If more has been spent
in thle development of agriculture than in the
development of mining, which I very much
doubt, we must see that in the future we
avoid making the coaditions diffirult. There
are other comparisons to be drawn front the
table I have before mue, T have quoted the
two extremes, the North-West and the metro-
politan area. The Eastern Goldfields with
11.9 per cent of the population and an area
of 72,000 sqnare miles, produced £E3,257,000
or 14.5 per cent. of the total production of
the State. The other portions of the State-
excluding the North-West, the Eastern Glold-
fields, and the metropolitan area-with 37
per cent. of the population produced £14,427,-
000, or 64.4 per cent. of the total production.
The total production was £E22,390,000. If we
take the figures that I have already given
them, thle index figure of percentage
of prodn ,tion over the percentage of
population, we have for the metropolitan
area one quarter, and on the Eastern
(floldfields 1.4. We can east our minds
hack to the time when the goldfields
figures would have been in thle as-
cendeuey aiid when the returns would have
been higher than the figures in other parts of
the State. W~e all hope that that position
will conic about again. In thle other parts of
the State the indexL figure is 2 per
centt., and for the 'North-West it is
5 per cent. Tmoese figures bring home
the position in a lnt shell. There should be
an inclination onl the part of those who are
here to exercise care and not to make the
conditions onl the coast so attractive that they
will prevent people going out and bettering
themselves, and becoming bigger men with
bigger incomes; at thle sanie tiume we must
not impose restrictions which will prevent
the developmnent of the country.

M[on. C. F. Baxter: What about the laud
near the railways which is not being Used?

']foll. H1. STEWART: I do not 1know whether
thle lion. member was in his seat when I re-
ferred to that matter. I nientioned that Mfr.
Nic-holson hadt dealt with it and had made.
mertain suggestions, and. that I had during
the period of years that the hon. member was
sitting onl thle Ministerial bench referred to
the matter of such land as had never been
improved, and that before taking steps to
tax the whole of the land of the State it
was incumbhent onl the Government to see
what could be done in the way of further
taxing only thle land. which was not improved.
A good deal of that laid may bit too poor to
utilise. However, there is an opportunity for
testing it. Further thanr that, in any
motions that have been brought forward

for tho imposition of a land tax,
there h as been the qualification that
the revenue received front such a tax
should be allocated to the reduction of rail-
way, fares and freights. Hon, members know
that that cannot he coustitutionally done,
that the money wvill have to go into consoli-
dated revenue.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: A sprat to catch a
mackerel.

Iron. H. STEWART: Exactly, and we
would still have to pay the saute old fares
and freights. T appeared before the Royal
Commission on Education, and gave may views
on thle subject. Some of the Commissioners,
I fecar, got tired of mne. Certainly the '' West
Australian'" reporter did, because he did not
report me at all. I put before the Conilis-
sion the position of outback people. I ant
pleased to see that the Commission have dealt
with t~his phase of the question in their re-
port. A case has come uinder my notice of a.
boy who, being over 14 years of age, was no
longer eligible for instruction. Ent the teacher
in tim district school was good enough to
give that boy and his sister additional in-
struction. Because it is a low grade school,
the inspector advised the teacher that the
department did not encourage that kind of
thing, If hie had been in the city, that boy
could have attended a continuation class. The
inspector debarred hint front getting instruc-
tion front the teacher, and advised that his
sister should be sent to the town, 12 miles
away, for her instruction.

The Minister for Education: Let me ltave
the case.

Ifon. IT. STIOWART: It is too late now,
the damage is done.

The 'Minister for Education: It is not too
late to inquire into it.

Hon. H. STEWART: I deprecate the ex-
tent to which commercial education is given
in country continuation schools. All the
yonitg people rush into typewritinig nn
shorthand, and then they are off to the city.
The MIinister, at lay suggestion, started a
hlaeksinirthirlg class. it was an immediate
succvess. This year, in ordler to cut dawn
expenditure I suggested that the class should
he mnare alternative with wool classing, a
very necessary study. The Minister author-
ised the arrangemtent. A suitable local in-
s9tructor was found, and a fee of one guinea,
hper student was fixed. Here in Perth the
Tlechitical School affords the samiie tuition
f ree. I asked the department what fees
were charged for wool classes, and T got the
reply that in Perth and Fremnantle a fee of
£1 per head was chlarged. Subsequently I
wrote to tlte Minister with a similar request,
and lie imifornied 'le that the charge made
in Perth and Freunantle was £1. Onl investi-
gation I found that the Charge was made
only for overflow Mlasses, classes formed
after the regular elasseq were filled, and that
the overflow class at Fremantle had fallen
ofl]. From this we see that a number of
people in the city get their instruction in
wool classing free, While OUr people nut coun-
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Ivy have to pay for it, which is not fair.
Also it is inimical to the settlement of the
country and the development of the State.
The tuition can be arranged for just as
eonoavically in the country towns as in
Perth, because all the wool for the classes
in our district was donated, whereas I pre-
suome that the wool utilised in Perth and
Fremantle has to be purchased by the des-
jpnrtment. However, our class was satisfac-
tory mid everybody was pleased. Jt is only
on the point of principle that I raise this
issue and show that the people of the coun-
1,-v are under a disadvantage.'

Roil. J. Cunningham: You liked your boy
being in the class.

Hon. H. STElWART: The interjection
serves a useful purpose. .Mr. Cunningham,
spbeakinig of immigration, declared that only
25s. per wveek was paid on the farms. I
interjected 'land1 keep.'' I have known the
sons of farmers, worth £2 weekly to their
father-s, go elsewhere for experience and be
glad to take half of what they might have
received on their fathers' farms. When a
man is learning hie cannot expect to get the
sanmc as when lie is a fully experienced man.
Last year the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture was transferred to the Education De-
partment, which in my opinion was wrong.
1 am pleased to see that the.Royal Comis -sion on Education in their, report stress thie
necessity for agricultural education as sooni
as the finances permit. This is what the

uomnissioners say:-
It cannot he said that Western Aus-

tralia has yet taken this matter seriously.
Tfhe only attempt at agricultural teaching
here is that at Narrogin. The 'Narrogin
agricultural school is utterly inadequate.
It is situated on soil declared to be very
unsuitable. It is very poorly equipped for
the work. Its range. of teaching, while
(iseful to the boys as far as it goes, is
altogether too limited.

A school for the junior section estab-
lished on suitable soil in some place ac-
cessible by rail from various parts of the
State, equipped with the material for ele-
amentory teaching of the agricultural sci-
ences, organ ised under a staff qualified in
both the scientific and practical sides of
agriculture, supplied with the best ex-
amuples of stock, is the first -*necessity.

Even at Narrogin if the school were reor-
ganised in this way good work itight be
done until a more suitable location for it
could be found.

The school at Narrogin lies been recently
transferred to the Education Department.
The advantage of such a transfer is that
such a school can always be linked with
the schools that must supply it with pupils.
At the same time, the general direction of
an agricultural school or college requires
the co-operation of agrieultural experts
with the educational authorities. Above
all, the college needs a highly trained
scientific staff, consisting of men who can

combine with their scientific knowledge a
practical application of it, so that in all
the instruction given at thle school -the fact
is never forgotten that it has to be re-
munerative to the student.

And they add-
It is clear to the Commission that the

Narrogia school as it stands at present
should be entirely reorganised, and -its

scope materially extended, if. it is to mueet
the iieeds of the State e'-cn for the trainl-
ing of junior students. For such a State
as thlis, with possibilities in agricultural
production that cannot be estimated, the
Commission urges that the very best pro-
vision should be made for the agricultural
training of its young men. The demand
for it already exists, and there is probably
no expenditure whlich the State can make
that will prove to be so productive as that
devoted to the provision of a well organ-
ised agricultural college.

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.7n.

Hon. H. STEWART: Before tea I was
making a few prosy remarks as to the Royal
Commission on Education. The Commission
make thme following general observation on
agricultural educatiob:

Seeing that the future of this State will
largely depend on the development of its
agriculture, the need for agricultural
teaching is even more pressing than for-
any other form of technical education.

Some of the illustrations which I have given,
if taken apart from their context and the
general tenor of my speech, may seem almost
paltry. However, they are only used as
illustrations of difficulties that can occur
and of evident hardships that can arise
from a country residence. Just before the
adjournment I was quoting from the report
as to the aced for teachers in agricultural
colleges having special scientific knowledge.
Turning over the report, I looked to see
whether the matter was referred to at all
in connection with the training of teachers.
Hlowever, I find there no suggestion what-
ever for providing either for country school
teachers or as regards agricultural college in-
structors, any training for that work. Those

ni, apart from having a natural agri-
cuiltural bent, must be born teachers.
I have not had time to peruse the
whlole report; I have only glanced through
it since comin~g into the Chamber. When
speaking to Dr. Saw on this subject, I1
gathered that he did not think the report
conitainied any reference to it. Let me draw,
aitention to what has been done in New
Scuth Wales. With that, the chairman of
the Commission, Mr. Board, will of course
be thoroughly familiar. First let me
miention that in, this State a fe s years ago
there was inaugurated a farmers' winter
course at Narrogin. That course has been
so highly appreciated by the farmers that
the accommodation has been over-taxed.
Now, iu New Smith Wales there was estab-
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lished, about 1902 or 1903, a summer school
at the Hawkesbury Agricultural College,
designed for the purpose of giving teachers
in country schools the opportunity of gain-
ing a knowledge of agricultural operations
and some knowledge of stock, so that in
teaching they could use illustrations which
would bring those matters home to the
pupils. Something in that nature might hol
adopted here. Even a summer school in
connection with our agricultural colleges
i'ould he something. From thle inadequate
attention which I have been able to give
the report so far, I feel disposed to point
out that whereas the Commission were
given a very -wide scope, they were also
given definite points on which to direct
their investigations and reconmmendations. 1
think their report would have been con-
siderably more helpful if their conclusions
)lad been summaurised, by way of returninig
terse answers to the questions which were
given the Commission as the basis of their
investigations. When thle voluminous re-
port of the Royal Comnmission on Agricul-
hire was issued, the recommendations,
apait front the general matter, weie sort1-
marised, with, definite pronon ne iei sn
advice. in this case, unfortunately, that
appears not to have been done. There are
manly other matters which one would like
to deal with onl the Address-in-reply, but I
do not propose to do so. I listened with
interest and attention to the various
speeches delivered in the debate. Sir
Edward Wittenoon, a remarks onl land
settlement arid on the sphere of taxation
by roads boards, and on the sphere of taxa-
tion and enterprise to be covered by muni-
cipalities, appealed to Ine very much; and
very largely the3 ' have my sympathy and
support. Mr. Nicholson made a most valu-
able contribution, giving evidence of a de-
sire to regard matters broadly from the
point of view of the interests of the State
as a whole, and realising difficulties and
raking suggestions. Mr. Lynn dealt with
finance in a similar spirit. Mr. Panton, i n
the course of his criticism of the Railway
D)epartnmen t, submitted a case which I in-
tend to investigate at the earliest possible
oil ortuni tyv, with a view to discovering, if
possible, some solution of the problem. J
wvas glad to hear Mr. Cunningham deal
with the railway reports as hie did. In
1917-18S there was a proposal for the
aponmn of three Commissioners, which
proposal wvas rejected. Mr. Cunningham
dlealt with thle increase in the staff of the
Railway Department, as compared with the
want of increase in traffic. There must be
surp~lus nip" in the department, and they
should i' dispensed wvith. T have much
pleasure in supporting the motion before
tile Rouse.

lion. E. ROSE (South-West) [7.371: in
supporting the motion for tile adoption of
the Address-in-reply, T desire to refer to a
few points in the Governor's Speech. First

of all, I desire to congratulate the Govern,-
nment on their success in settling returned
soldiers on the land. Thle fact that nearly
4,01)0 settlers have been placed onl our latnds
during the last three years is a thing to be
proud of. I hope, however, that the Gov-
ernimnrt will not stop there, but that they
will see the settlers obtain facilities for
conveying their produce to market, and,
further, see that the settlers receive the
fair value of their produce. In the past
very little notice has been taken of the
manl placed on thle land once lie has been
placed there; practically, lie has been
allowed to fend, entirely for himself after
that. This is evident if we look at the men
now onl the laud, and consider the treat-
nteat that has been meted out to them.
Many settlenments are hardly able to get
their produce to market, because of the
bad state of the roads. The Government
should see that the settlers have at all
events decent roads to the nearest railway
station. In the past we have urged our
people to ''produce, produce, produce'';
but, as one bon. member has said, the tend(-
ency now is to economise. As regards
dairying and raised farmning, in view of the
low pr-ices realised it is evident that the
Government are makting a. mistake in not
putting forth greater efforts to keep the
men engaged 'in these industries on the
land. Thle dairying industry has madte
strides, but unless it receives more foster-
ing care from thle Government, it will retro-
gress to such an extent that a man will not
be able to make a living in it. I am sorry
that the Governor's Speech ipakes no aen-
tion of a Margarine Bill. The matter is at
very inmportant one and should be taken up
prompltly by tile Government. Last year
there was nearly 100 per rent. more of
butter substitutes imported into this State
titan dluring the year before. The re-
manu factu re of those butter substitutes
here gives emnploymnut to oly two or three
Ilien, whereas we have thousands of
far-met-s engaged in dair 'viag, or about
to engage in that industry. Butter,
of course, costs very much miore to produce
than iuarg arine. We do not for a moment
wish to prevent the sale of margarine in this
State, but it would be desirable to adopt here
tile Victor-ian Act, which pirevents the intro-
duction of colouring matter into margarine.
Moreover, margarine is a foreign product, and
it should be sold in its natural state, as the
Victorian Act requires..- In the Bunbury dits-
trict alone there are about 500 farmers sup-
plying crennm to a butter factory, and they
and other dairy farmers should be pro-
teg-ted, as regards the sale of their butter in
the open market, against unfair competition.

The M1inister f or Education: There is very
little margarine being sold now.

Hfon. E. ROSE: Last year £40,952 worth of
butter substitutes were imported into this
State. That value, sold retail, would repre-
sent probably £100,900. The re-manufacture
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of butter substitutes is very profitable, though
it emiploys very few hands. I1 have to speak
in much thle same strain concerning the need
for Government assistance to the potato grow-
ing industry.. Potato growers have no means
of curing potatoes and preventing their being
ruined by the potato mnoth when stored. Last
year the G3overnment announced that they
would endeavour to discover sonmc means of
providing cool storage for potatoes and so
preventing the losses front moths. This mat-
ter is of great mnonment to the people of thle
South-West. Y amn certain that if the (Soy.
erment set their experts to work, these would
devise sonic means of safely storing potatoes
during a glut, until such time as there was
a possibility of selling then to soffie profit.
The position of the potato grower lins been a
very hard one of recent years. Aniong them
there are many returned soldiers, who, from
no fault of their own, but simply through
occurrence of a glut, hare lost very heavily
by the moth while holding their potatoes In
store. As regards the dairying industry, I
am a dairy farmer myself, and also aL direc-
tor of the largest butter company in Western
Australia. Therefore, on the subject of the
dairying industry I canl speak with some con-
fidence, the matter being one that X thor-
oughly understand. The Government ought
to assist all the settlers they are placilig on
our lands, not only by providing facilities for
the conveyance of their produce to market,
but by furnishing what I may term social
amenities. In the case of men accustomed
to town life, the Government should see that
they have a recreation ground and hall
when they settle on the land. With that
assistance, such settlers will soon nmake
a little towvn, and live mnuch- more hap-
pily and contentedly. TlIhigs are differ-
ent no(w from what they were wheni we
were boys. We had to work 12 or 14 hours a
day then. We know what thle hours are to-
day. I would be sorry to see the old times
conie back when we had to slave on all day.
Thle government would be wise to provide
these facilities not only in thle 'interests of the
young men, but of their wives ais well. We all
know that they like to get together and ba'-e
their pleasures and enjoy thtir dances as a
conmnunity. In settling areas such as the
1Peel estate and other sinmilar stretches of
country, we .have before us the task of set-
tling that sanme belt of country right through
f rom here to Banbury, Busselton, thle
Margaret 'River and around the coast.
There is room for thousands of set-
tiers in that belt, and( when the iron
horse is lprovided so that they can get
their produce to market, settlem~ent should
be greatly encouraged. The Government, I
understand, are running a train line through
the Peel estate, anid I think it wouldI be wise
to carry that systemn through to other similar
areas. Last session a Stallions Registration
Bill was presented to Parliament, but it failed
to pass. I cannot understand why this Bill

is not mentioned in the Governor's Speech
for this se~sion.

The Minister for Education: That Bill 'will
be introduced during this session.

Hon. .E. ROSE: I am glad to hear that.
Butth this Bill and the one I have been deal-
ing with were ornitted from the Governor's
Speech, yet they are important Bills. Thle
South-West is going ahead by leaps and
bounds, anti .1 am sure the (Goverrinent will
realise that it is essential that they should
give the farmers every assistance to get their
produce to market with expedition. I1 think
that it is highly necessary that a Bill should
be introduced to 'deal with our ]nainj roads.
I believe that the Victorian Ronds Act, if it
were introduced in Western Australia would
prove highly beneficial. I believe it would
prove so because the Government can borrow
150,000 to £100,000 at a much cheaper rate
thant the roads boards would be able to, It
is quite certali that we shall have to borrow,.
mtoney to Put thle roads in order because the
loails at the present time are in such a statei
that it something is not done Promptly, it
will he impossible for the farmers to use

* those thoroughfares in connection with the
marketing of their produce. WhVen we look.
aIt thle list of imiportations from thle Eastera
States, wve realise how much comes into the
'Stnte than could1 be produced in Western
Australia. Last year we still imported about
£1408,0l00 worth of butter although we have
overtaken the leeway in that connection to
sonic little extent. That sum represents in
itself sufficient to keep a good number of
men in employment. Each day throughout
the year, something like £2,000 is going out
of the State for dairy produce alone, quite
apart from other produce that could easily
be supplied by 'Western Australia for her
own requirements. The same applies to a
great many other things, and yet money
continues to go out of the State for these
different products. We have to see what
the m~ixed farmier is doing to appreciate the
difficuilties the producers have to overcolme.
The mnixed farmer is engaged in raising
[piga, poultry. and eggs at the present timp,
but hie is paying exorbitant prices for
wheat. It many not be known to bon. mem-
tiers that we enn purchase South Australian
'wheat in Fremiantle cheaper than we can
]roctire our local wheat. Where is the
pool?- What is it doinug? What is the
Prices Regulation Coiiimi ssion doing?

H~on. J. Ewing: There is plenty of wheat
going to waste in the South-West.

Hon. F. ROSE: I kow~ one merchant. who
applied to the 1)oo1 for wheat at Bunbury
but hie could not get it. He made inquiries
ait Frenmantle for one or two trucks and the
price quoted was 7s. 11d. 13cr bushel. He
thought that. price was too high and
lie approached a broker and asked him
for a quote fur second' grade South
Australian wheat. He -received a quota-
tion of Ns. 6d. per bushel f.o.r. Fremantle.
If we can ship wheat from South Australia
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to Western Australia for 7s. 6d. per bushel,
why cannot the wheat pool1 in this State
supply local requirements cheaper than
that! That is another way in which the
Government are handicapping tarmers in
thle South-West. The farmers cannot get
wheat for their poultry and pigs at a
reasonable rate and yet £103,000 worth of
ham and bacon was imported last year.
Why should those importatioad continue
when we have men on the land who are
capable of producing the article locally!
if the Government do not render more
assistance, I am afraid that a lot of these
menu will have to cease farming, and we will
lose them from this State.

Hion. G. WV. Mfiles: They will make some-
thing doing each other's washing.

Hon. E. ROSE: One cannot make a profit
out of that work as well. Referring to the
railways and the effect of the railways
upon the defteit, I contend that there is one

'way in which thle .railways can be made
lcss costly, and that is by running less
mileage and spending some money in re-
ducing the grades. In the South-West
thousands of tons of coal from the Colliee
calfiolds are railed down to Brunswick".
Trains have to conic down half loaded to Fern-
brook and return emplty because the grades
arc too high to enable them to be loaded to
their foll capacity. if the Government
spent some money in securing a rouate with
nmore suitable grades, as for instance,'
through the Ferguson areas, or by some.
other rouate which appeals to the engineers,
they would be able to hauil the coal much
more cheaply than is possible to-day. They
have to make two trips instead of one at
the present time and. the engine and the
men have to work day and night. At Collie
the railway yard is so congested that they
cannot do any shunting. Some few miles
out there is a mine known as the Westralia
Black Diamond Mine. A good many
thousand tons are shifted from that mine
d]own to the siding and have to be
shuated back to Collie because there is no
weighabridge. As a result there is about
sev en miles of extra haulage and I -am
sure it would pay if a weighbridge were
srpplied to mieet their requirements.

ou. J1. Ewing: That is quite true.
Hon. E. ROSE: There are quite a number

of things like that requiring attention in the
South-West. The harbour at Butibury is nlot
provided with adequate facilities for the
bunkering of coal. rinstead of the open trucks
which are provided now, a number of six or-
eight ton hopper truceks and a couple of 10
ton cranes to haul thenm shouald be provided
at Bunaburv. If that were dlone, bunkering
could be carried out in half time time it takes
at present. Such coal trucks as I atention
would he useful for Fremantle. as well as for
Bunbury, and they would be of great assist-
ampe to the bunkering trade and they would
lessen the mileage necessitated by that trade.
The Hunbury harbour should hnare moore
money spent upon it so as to induce larger

boats to call there, not only for bunkering
coal but for shipping produce and fruit fronm
that district. I do not see why the fruit
growers should rail their product from Bridge-
town to Fremnantle, a distance of 120 niles
further than if they railed their fruit to the
natural part of Bunbury. We should have one
or two boats railing at Bunbury every year for
fruit, and if the Governument gave encourage-
taent by providing adequate shipping facili-
ties, tile interests of the industry would he
conserved. Thle bunkering trade is going
ahead by leaps and bounds, and Collie coal
has proved to be one of the greatest assets
we hare in Western Australia. That industry
should receive every possible assistance front
the Government. Firemnautle is too far away.
Why should the coal be hauled to Fremantle
when there is the natural harbour for the
Collie eoalfields at Buabury? There is an un-
limited supply of coal at Collie, and we do not
know hlow muchel there really is. We have seen
thle announcement that coal has been found
!in the Irwin River district. We do suet know
what time extent of that field or what the
value of the coal will prove to be. I hope,
however, that it will prove to be good quality
coal, and, if that Should be the case it will
he a very great asset for that part of the
State. Jil any ease, that coalfield wvill not be
of any miaterial assistance to thle part of Fre-
mantle unless the calorifie value of the coal
proves to be vecry high. Collie coal has proved
of great assistance in the past and without it,
the cost of running the railways would have
becit much higher thtan it has proved to be,
and furthermore, the deficit would have been
greatly increased.. There are other matters
inl connection with the South-West that L
would like to touch upon but I will refrain
from doing so at the present juncture. I have
listened with a great deal of attention to the
previous speakers and particularly to Mr.
Stewart who has gone most carefully into thme
figures dealing with pro Inetion in the dif-
ferent parts of the State. It was extremely
interesting to listen to those figures. I am
fir-mly convinced that the South-West will be
something like Victoria and That it will prove
to be the salvation of Western Australia. Thle
South-West is thle garden of Western Aus!-
tralia land when it is properly populated we
will have a thriving and, I hope, a happy
population in that part of the State. I conl
gratulatte the Government onl the settlement
scheme they have adopted and the amanuer in
which they hlave established a number of set-
tlers -in dlifferent' areas., The work of the
tree pullers is very effective and I am con-
vincel] that by thle use of these machines thle
cost of clearing the laud will be manch less
thani anticipated. Of course, it is well knownl
that in hilly country there, we have to do a
gold deal of heavy clearing before the land
Canl be put under cultivation. I hope before very
long t ,he drift in the fitnnces will be stopped.
I think thle Gov-ernment r-oaliisc that some-
thina has to be done to prevecnt us from
drifting on to the financial rocks. I have
every confidence in Western Australia, for I
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believe we bare a great fufture ahead of our
huge territory which possesses so much n-
known wealth. I hope to see in two or three
years time that we have not only stopped the
financial drift, hut commieed to place the
affairs of this State on a highly satisfactory
basis.

On motion by Hon. V. lanersicy, debate~
adjourned.

House ad jouned at 7.58 p,7m.

legislative Essemblp,
- Wednesday, 24th August, 1921.
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The SP"EAKER took'-the
p.m., and read prayers.

Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-TRAMAWAY EXTENSION,
SOUITH PERTH-CO1M.

Captain CARTER asked the Mfinister for
Railways: 1, When was the material for the
proposed South Perth-Como tramnway entea-

-sion ordered? 2, When. wans the specified
date of delivery, if any? 3, Has thle material
teen shipped yet? If so, on what boat or
boats? 4, When is the material expected to
arrive?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied:z 1, Preparation for -ordering necessary
material to commence extensions of the met-
ropolitan tramway system was utade soon
after the passing of the Loan Estiumates last
year, and definite orders for rails and fas-
tenings were made in 'May last, balance of
the material at subsequent datei. 2, Ap-
proximately three to three and a half months
from date of placing orders- 3, No definite
advice available. 4, Towards end of Sep-
tember or early in October.

QUESTION3-PERTH TECHNICAL
SCHOOL.

Shed Hands and Union ickcis.
Mr. A. THOMSON asked the Premie-r: 1,

Is it a fact that the following notice was ex-
hited in tile Technical School:- "Wool-

classing: (i.) Intending sited hands should
take out union tickets before they leave the
metropolitan district. (ii.) Students should
follow- the 'Advice to Students' dated
21/6/21, posted in the classrooms, and be-
fore finalising their arrangements should in-
terviewv either the Director or the Secre-
tary"? 2, If so, who is responsible? 3, Is
it the policy of the Education Department to
compel students at the Technical School to
join trade unlions?

The PREMIIER replied: 1, Yea. 2,
Director of Technical Education. 3, No.

QUESTION,\-FREE PASSES FOR
RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Mfr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Have
-the Federal Government recouped the Rail-
way Department of Western Australia for
the moneys expended in granting free rail-
way and tramwvay passes over the Govern-
ment railways and tranmways to ox-members
of the A.I.F. who are (a) blinded or totally
and permanently incapacitated; (b) inmates
of or attending for treatment at military
hospitals, sanatoriums, convaiesiment homes,
and hostels; (c) eligible for full membership
iiL the Maimed and Limbless Men's Associa-
tion; (d) eligible for funil membership of
the Tubercular Sailors and Soldiers' Associa-
tion of W.'A.? 2, Is it the intention of the
Government to carry out the above provisions
antil finality has beenl reaChed With the Fed-
era! Government?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.

QUESTION-EDUCATION, INTER-
CHANGE OF TEACHERS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Premier:
7, Has he read the following paragraph in
the latest issue of the C'Sunday Times":-
''MIiss .Jessie Hortonl, of the Education Do-
partment, wvho is one of the teachers from
'Western Australia sent on an observation
tour to England, and with her mother, Mrs.
J1. Horton, of Queen's Park, is now settled
in London. Miss Horton, under directions
front the London County Couhneil of Educa-
tion, is observing in different schools each
week. R~etween. tinieja they enjoy sight-
seeintg in London"? 2, Ae the stat tents
contained therein substlantially correct? 3,
How niany teachers have been seat on
observation tours, and at what cost to the
Department?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Miss
Horton was granted twelve months' leave.
of absence without pay under the scheme
of the League of the Empire for the inter-
change of teachers with the Lon~don County


